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    Waynesville High School JROTC 
students will read the names of 
Missourians who paid the ultimate 
sacrifice serving their country during 
the Vietnam War starting at 1:30 
p.m. Saturday, Sept. 5, prior to a 
commemoration ceremony for the 
Vietnam War’s 50th anniversary. 
    Fifteen students have volunteered to 
read the names of the 1,141
Missourians killed during the Vietnam 
War. The commemoration ceremony for 
the Vietnam War’s 50th anniversary is 
scheduled for 3:30 p.m. Sept. 5 at Fort 
Leonard Wood’s Memorial Grove.
    Missouri’s only living Medal of 
Honor recipient, retired Col. Don (Doc) 
Ballard, is scheduled to be the guest 
speaker. 
    Ballard, who is a Kansas City, 

Missouri native, earned the Medal 
of Honor for “heroic actions and 
selfless concern for the welfare of his 
companions” while serving as a U.S. 
Navy Hospital Corpsman Second 
Class with Company M, 3rd Battalion, 
4th Marines, 3rd Marine Division on 
May 16, 1968, in Quang Tri Province, 
Republic of Vietnam.
    According to his Medal of Honor 
citation, “an enemy soldier hurled a 
hand grenade, which landed near a 
casualty, and commenced firing upon 
(Ballard and) a small group of men. 
Instantly shouting a warning to the 
Marines, HC2c. Ballard fearlessly 
threw himself upon the lethal explosive 
device to protect his comrades from 
the deadly blast. When the grenade 

Waynesville JROTC members will read the names of Vietnam War veterans who 
paid the ultimate sacrifice starting at 1:30 p.m. Saturday. They are shown above 
participating in the Memorial Day Service at Missouri Veterans Cemetery on Fort 
Leonard Wood.   

JROTC to read Vietnam veteran 
names at FLW Memorial Grove
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EDITOR’S NOTE: This story is by 
KY 3 News. It is being reprinted in 
its entirety in Tiger Tails with KY3’s 
permission. Chris McDonald is a 
cadet enrolled at the Waynesville 
Career Center. 

    This is a story about a couple of kids 
from the wrong side of the tracks, foster 
kids.
    “In the life of a foster kid, you don’t 
know what’s going to happen the next 
day,” says Preston Ternasky, a senior at 
Newburg high school, “It’s not a stable 
life.”
    Chris McDonald, also a senior at 
the school, says coming from a broken 
family situation makes it hard to grow 
as a person. He cites some of the 
challenges, “moving around a lot, when 
you’re younger, moving schools, it’s 
hard to make new friends.”
    Until the train of life dropped them 
off near Newburg at the old Arlington 
train depot because next door is a 
restored hotel, the Bent Tree Inn.
    “It used to be called the town of 
Arlington, it’s a ghost town right now,” 
says McDonald.
    The Bent Tree Inn is owned by Bob 
and Bev Bretsch. It sits along the Trail 
of Tears.
    “The Indians used to have, they’re 
called thong trees, or bent trees, to point 
the way to the river,” says Bev Bretsch.
    Bob and Bev say those trees are part 
of the inspiration for the mission they 
have taken on in retirement, taking in 
high risk boys as foster children.
    “We think of ourselves as a source, 
pointing children that are misled,” says 
Ruth Ratliff, who lives across the street 

WCC student 
helps save life 
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and is also a foster parent.
    “We’re pointing them towards life,” 
says Bev.
    “That was the goal of it, to be a small 
little community for foster care,” says 
McDonald.
    Arlington has become a kind of foster 
care village.
    More of the neighbors are seeking 
certifications to become foster parents 
and grow the community ministry on 
the working farm that surrounds the 
area.
    Neighbors and foster children all 
pitch in together to work the fields, 
pigs, chickens and more. If you ask any 
adults here what the most precious crop 
they are cultivating is and they’ll tell 
you... the children.
    “We’re kinda turning it into a big 
community effort,. It takes a village, 
it’s no joke it really does take a 
village,” says Ratliff.
    Arlington is dedicated to pouring 
love into children’s lives.
    “They’ve been uprooted from so 
many places, but this serves as a 
place where they can call home, they 
can put their roots here,” says Ratliff.
    Ruth Ratliff, also known as 
‘momma Ruthie’ took Chris 
McDonald in as her first foster child.
    “When he first got here he was 
struggling in school, he was getting 
in a few altercations,” recalls Ruthie.
    Then she took guardianship of 
Chris, essentially adopting him.
    “She has certainly poured herself 
into him,” says Bob Bretsch.
    Ruthie has been helping Chris grow. 
She says he’s always been a good kid, 
but now he’s excelling in school and 
reaching his potential.
    “Once I signed that dotted line it was 
like he was a new kid,” says Ratliff, 
“He’s matured a lot from that scrawny 
15-year-old kid that showed up.”
    Recently, Chris joined the Army 
reserves and just a couple weeks ago, 
graduated from basic training.
    Ratliff also brags, “we convinced him 
to go to college.” Chris plans to study 
engineering in college and continue in 
the Army reserves.
    During his two years in Arlington, 
Chris has also become a kind of brother 
to Preston and 8 other boys here.

    “Over time you just kind of build that 
bond,” says Ternasky.
    All of this would be enough to count 
Chris as a foster program success story, 
but on Saturday, his character was put 
to the test.
    On Saturday about 6:30 p.m. 24-year- 
old Cory Smart of O’Fallon, Missouri, 
was floating down the Little Piney river 
with his family. The river runs right 
behind the railroad tracks at Arlington. 
The Phelps County Sheriff’s office says 
when Cory decided to take a break he 
came up the hillside and was walking 
along the railroad tracks and passed out.
    “We heard the train blow it’s horn, 
start screeching it’s wheels,” says 
McDonald.

    A train ran over Cory who’s body was 
laying across the rails, cutting off both 
his legs near the knees.
    Cory’s family then found him 
bleeding profusely, and began looking 
for help.
    They ran nearly a mile down the 
tracks to Arlington and found Chris and 
Preston.
    Chris immediately called 911, then 
ran to his home to grab a belt from 
the house which he could use as a 
tourniquet.
Chris and Preston ran to the scene and 
Chris immediately began applying 
tourniquets while Preston tried to help 
comfort the family.
    “Muscle memory kicked in, cause 

I just got out of basic training a few 
weeks ago,” says McDonald.
    Chris knew he had to work quickly, 
“When your leg is cut off, you can 
bleed out real quick.”
    The Missouri Highway Patrol and 
the Phelps County Sheriff’s office say 
thanks to Chris’s quick thinking, Cory’s 
life was saved.
    “If it hadn’t been for him, the guy 
might have died,” says Ratliff.
    At school, Chris and Preston didn’t 
brag about the episode, but word got 
out and their fellow students have been 
giving them pats on the back.
    Chris shrugs off the attention, 
“Makes me think it’s just part of my 
job, just doing what I was taught but 

I guess [I’m] happy I saved 
someone.”
    Cory Smart is now recovering 
in a hospital in Columbia, 
Missouri.
    Chris says he spoke with 
the family on Tuesday, “They 
told me he was doing fine, that 
they’re glad I was there to help”
    Ruthie and the Bretsch family 
say the seeds they planted have 
born fruit.
    “This was just a golden 
moment for us, to see that the 
time, the love, the investment 
we give, it just spreads and 
multiplies; we are so proud,” 
says Bev.
    The community of Arlington  
can take pride in more than   

one life that was rescued from 
the rails.
    “Now [Chris is] turning 
around and doing that for other 
people and it’s like, oh my
gosh, that’s my kid!” Ratliff 
says.
    The Newburg School District will 
honor Chris McDonald for his actions 
at an upcoming student assembly and 
recognize him at a school board meeting 
on September 21st. The Army is also 
considering an award for McDonald’s 
non-combat heroics.
    To view the story online, along with 
an interview, please click here or go to 
http://m.ky3.com/teen-saves-life-of-
man-hit-by-train/21050392_35091390
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failed to detonate, he calmly arose from 
his dangerous position and resolutely 
continued his determined efforts in 
treating other Marine casualties.”    
    In addition to the ceremony, the 
Vietnam War Memorial Traveling Wall 
will be on display now through Sept. 6 
also at Memorial Grove.  Viewing of the 
wall is free and open to the public.
    The traveling wall is a one-fourth 
replica of the Vietnam War Memorial 
located in Washington, D.C., according 
to retired Sgt. Maj. Timothy Gates, who 
also serves as the executive director for 
the Fort Leonard Wood Mid Missouri 
Chapter of the Association of the United 
States Army. The AUSA Mid Missouri 
Chapter, along with the Mid Missouri 
Credit Union and Willard Asphalt, 
partnered together to make the traveling 
wall available to the Fort Leonard Wood 
community, Gates said.

on the middle school’s Facebook page 
and a press release was issued.
    “As much of this situation occurred 
outside of school, there was a great deal 
of rumor and misinformation being 
spread,” Henry says. “Unfortunately, 
student-to-student threats have become 
too common in schools and given the 
amount of attention being paid to this 
particular incident, we wanted to send 
out a press release to reassure parents 
that we were aware and managing this 
disciplinary situation.”
    “No direct threat to perpetrate any act 
of school violence on school property 
was contained in any message reviewed 
by Waynesville R-VI administration,” 
stated Henry, “but given the rapid 
release of information related to this 
situation, we were going to exercise 
appropriate precautions to ensure our 
community that children are safe in 
Waynesville Middle School.”
    With the rising number of pre-teens 
and teens with cell phones, Henry 
encourages parents to talk with their 
children about appropriate messages.
    “If your children have a cell phone, 
please be cognizant of the messages 
they are sending,” Henry says.
    Middle school students who were 
kept at home today by their parents will 
be allowed to make up their work.

    The individual responsible for 
sending text messages to a small group 
of Waynesville Middle School students 
has been identified. Due to educational 
privacy laws and the ongoing police 
investigation, details of the situation 
and disciplinary actions cannot be 
discussed.
    On Thursday, Waynesville school 
officials were alerted that a text message 
with an alleged threat had been sent 
to a small group of middle school 
students and school officials announced 
there would be heightened security on 
Friday at the building – even though the 
text was an isolated incident between 
individual students. Because the 
incident was isolated to a small group of 
middle school students, other buildings 
operated as usual, while the middle 
school operated on a soft lockdown.
    “It’s a shame that students send 
threatening messages back and 
forth. What once might have been 
considered a prank must be taken very 
seriously today,” says Dr. Brian Henry, 
superintendent.
    Even though the issue was limited to 
a small group of Waynesville Middle 
School students, an email message was 
sent home to middle school parents 
Thursday night, a message was posted 

Authorities identify sender of texts
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    “It’s an honor to be able to facilitate 
this process and properly recognize those 
Soldiers, Sailors, Marines and Airmen 
who paid the ultimate sacrifice to protect 
and defend the freedom and liberties that 
we enjoy today,” Gates says. 
    The students participating in the 
reading of the names include:
Niya Moon, Margaret McDonald, 
Hunter Phillips, Jaycee Flynt, Tye 
Moon, Eric Gries, Ashley Wolfe, Celeste 
Montijo, Bryan Prather, John Dyals, 
Zackarie Southard, Jack Goodin, Destiny 
Lunceford, Jasmin Sallady and Steven 
Berrios.
About the Vietnam War
    In early 1965, about 50,000 U.S. 
troops, mostly advisors, were in South 
Vietnam. By the end of 1966, that 
number had grown to 385,000 with the 
majority being Army. 
    Article provided by FLW Public 
Affairs.

Vietnam commemoration Continued 
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   The Waynesville R-VI School 
District will advertise all surplus 
items for sale on an online 
Government Surplus Auction.  The 
district currently has a variety of 
weights and weight equipment listed 
for sale and will continue to use this 
website in the future. 
    Anyone interested in viewing and/
or bidding on an item(s) should go 
to the following website - GovDeals.
com.  Click in the search box by 
zip code, scroll down and click on 
Waynesville R-VI School District.  
All information needed for the 
bidder will be listed with each 
item.   Bidders may contact the Help 
Desk at 1-800-613-0156 or contact 
customerservice@govdeals.com.
 

District to sell 
surplus online

    A Waynesville High School student’s 
vehicle was struck at approximately 
7:10 a.m. Friday, Sept. 4, when the 
vehicle drove into the path of a moving 
bus near the intersection of Highway H 
and GW Lane Road. 
    Only one student was on the bus at 
the time and no injuries were reported. 
The bus sustained minor damage and 
the other vehicle sustained moderate 
damage.

No injuries in bus accident



Bowling results
    Nineteen teams competed in the 
annual district bowling tournament 
on Sept. 1.
    The winners were as follows: 
    High Female – Traci  Simpson 
– 193
    High Male – Jimmy York – 229
    1st turkey was a tie with Jimmy 
York and Doc Brown with Jimmy 
winning the next frame.
    Team Winners were as follows:
1st Place “The Geek Squad”  (Ron 
Amass, Jeremy Brown, Wil Estilio, 
Richard Corrente, Jimmy York)
2nd Place – Maintenance (Bobby 
Love, Steven McCauley, Charles 
Thompson, Deanna House, Jimmy 
Mathis)
3rd Place – Transportation ( Marie 
Freeman, James Powell, Frank 
Lewis, Juan Gomez, Bill Turner)
 



The Tigers will take on Hillcrest at 
Springfield tonight. Left, Reggie 
Walker works his way past the 
Lebanon player. Bottom left, David 
Adams sprints toward the goal line 
on his way to a touchdown on Aug. 
28. Above right, the WHS Marching 
Band and bottom right, the WHS 
Guard perform during the half.

The Waynesville Girls 
Tennis Team will play 
Hillcrest on Sept. 8. 
During their match 
against Jefferson City, 
top left is Freshman 
Meaghan Avery; above, 
Senior Alysia Amato, and 
at left Junior Lindzie King 
and Junior Mollie Henry. 
Top right, Ariel Okori gets 
some air before spiking 
the ball. Right, Kelsey 
Arnold returns a serve 
with Kallie Bildner at her 
side.   


